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the Protestant preachers to appear for trial, on
the loth of May, at Stirling. Immediately there
was an outcry in different parts of Scotland, but
particularly in Perth and Fifeshire. The people
began to arm, and threats were made that, if
Mary of Guise did not withdraw the summons, the
preachers would march into Stirling with an
army at their back. The summons was not with-
drawn, and the Protestants armed for fight in the
defence of their ministers.
Perth became the headquarters of the Protes-
tants, and the reformed religion was openly
adopted throughout that town. Some of the
leaders urged that the army should lose no time
in advancing on Stirling, where the regent was in
residence and had a small French army for her
protection ; but other counsels prevailed. The
Lords were anxious that there should be no
fighting if it could be avoided, and they sent
Erskine of Dun, one of the signatories of the First
Covenant, to confer with the regent. His in-
structions were to say that the people were loyal
to the regent, but that the accused ministers must
be preserved from harm at the hands of her
Catholic advisers. The regent promised that the
charges against the Reformed preachers would
be dropped ; but she did not honour her under-
taking. The trial of the preachers was held in
their absence, and they were condemned as
outlaws.